Initial Training Network - Developing innovative (bio)artificial
devices for kidney & liver disease treatment

Interview with Valentina STRUSI
PostDoc researcher at eXcorLab Gmbh
Germany

You joined BIOART in September
2014. Welcome on board the project,
Valentina! What is your postdoc
project about? What objectives do
you have to reach?
My post-doc project will focus on
developing a new metabolome bioreactor
based on a 3D coculture of different
cell types: hepatocytes, adipocytes and
monocytes. Our idea is to recapitulate
the situation that occurs in vivo during a
chronic inflammation.

What is the best thing about under-

“I come from a small village
in the south of Puglia in Italy and after
high school I started to be interested
in the biological field. For this reason
I decided to study biotechnology
at the University of Salento. After
my bachelor degree, I moved to the
University of Parma to continue my
study in medical biotechnology.
Since during my studies medical
research interested me a lot
I decided to continue my career as a
PhD student in biomedical sciences
at the University of Bologna. I really
wanted to know more about research,
especially outside Italy, and so for
the last year of my PhD I moved to the
Tissue Engineering group at the University of Basel in Switzerland.
I found there an international and
challenging environment that improved a lot my interest in basic and
clinical research. And now here I am,
in this challenging and international
network where I really love to be. ”

taking a postdoc? How challenging is it?
Being a postdoc researcher means
that you have to do a lot of work. You
have to develop your ideas, discuss with
your PI, obtain the most innovative and
applicable ideas and after that, prove
that your job can satisfy expectations.
This is great because you follow your
project like a mother, from childhood to
adulthood.

Do you see anything specific in doing
a post-doc in a company? Do you
think you’d work differently if you
were in a public research lab?
I don´t think there would be so much
differences between company and public
research lab but I guess that this is related to the project itself. The peculiarity
of Bioart is the interconnection between
companies and universities and this
connection allows postdocs and PhD
students to know both sides of the
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research. I had a small experience as
postdoc at the university and the feeling that I have till now is that nothing is
changed. I only changed the country
but for the rest I continue to work in the

eXcorLab Gmbh is an SME specialized
in laboratory, pre-clinical & clinical
studies with artificial kidneys, artificial
lungs, adsorbers, apheresis devices &
new development products.

same way, in a challenging and important project, focusing on understanding
all different aspects of the field and
trying to find a solution for some of the
big question marks regarding the in vitro
culture of hepatocytes.

What is appealing to you in being a
researcher?
To me being a researcher means to be
free to apply ideas that you have in mind
by making them realistic, relevant and
above all by learning from your mistakes.

You participated in BIOART’s meeting
and training sessions in September
2014 in Italy. What will you remember
most from this week of get-together
and from the courses you attended
there?
What I will remember most is the
atmosphere created by the people taking
part in the meeting. All of them, especially
PIs and PhD students, surprised me a
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lot for their way of welcoming me in the
BioArt project. I felt like in a group of old
friends that meets after years, like at
March
1/3
home. I really
liked2014
the -opportunity
that

we had of interacting and getting to know
each other all along the meeting.

Thanks for answering my questions
Valentina, and all the best for your
postdoc!
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